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SUBJECT: RUDOLEHESS: APPEAL BY ERG PRESIDENT SCHEEL 

1 . FRG EMBASSY HAS DELIVERED TO DEPT LETTER DATED JULY 1 
ADDRESSED TO PRESIDENT CARTER FROM FRG PRESIDENT 

SCHEEL, APPEALING EOR RELEASE OE RUDOLF HESS. TEXT OF 
ACCOMPANYING ENGLISH TRANSLATION IS AS EOLLOWS: 

BEGIN TEXT: 

DEAR MR. PRESIDENT, 

IN COUNTLESS PETITIONS EROM MY EELLOW COUNTRYMEN, 

CONEIDENTIAL 

CONEIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 STATE 170742 

INCLUDING IN PARTICULAR PEOPLE WHO HAVE SUFEERED UNDER 
NATIONAL SOCIALISM, I AM AGAIN AND AGAIN BEING REQUESTED 
TO SEEK CLEMENCY FOR RUDOLF HESS. MY PREDECESSOR, 

GUSTAV HEINEMANN, TOO, APPEALED EOR HESS'S RELEASE IN 1974. 

THAT WAS THREE YEARS AGO. RULDOLE HESS IS NOW 83 YEARS 
OLD AND HAS BEEN IN PRISON EOR 35 YEARS. RECENTLY HE 
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TRIED TO TAKE HIS OWN LIFE OUT OF DESPERATION. 

REGARDLESS OF HIS STATE OF HEALTH, BY ALL HUMAN STANDARDS 
HE HAS NOT MUCH LONGER TO LIVE. 

I THEREFORE APPROACH YOU WITH THE REQUEST THAT RUDOLF 
HESS BE ALLOWED TO RETURN TO HIS FAMILY FOR THE LITTLE 
TIME HE STILL HAS TO LIVE. AN ACT OF CLEMENCY ON PURELY 
HUMANITARIAN GROUNDS CAN HAVE BUT A FAVOURABLE EFFECT 
ON RELATIONS BETWEEN OUR PEOPLES. 

THE GRANTING OF A PARDON TO RUDOLF HESS WILL NOT CAUSE 
THE UNTOLD HARM WHICH NATIONAL SOCIALISM HAS DONE TO 
EUROPE AND THE WORLD AND FOR WHICH HE HAS BEEN PARTLY 
RESPONSIBLE TO BE FORGOTTEN. 

WITH THE EXPRESSION OF MY HIGH ESTEEM, 

(SIGNED) WALTER SCHEEL. 

END TEXT. 

2. ERG EMBASSY HAS INFORMED US THAT IDENTICAL LETTERS 
WERE ADDRESSED TO BRITISH, FRENCH AND SOVIET GOVERNMENTS. 
REQUEST THAT US REP COORDINATE ELEMENTS OF REPLY WITH 
BRITISH AND FRENCH REPS AND RECOMMEND TEXT FOR REPLY. VANCE 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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